Table of Contents:
I. Release of Liability
II. Breed Standards
III. General Rules
IV. Rules Applying to Exhibitors and Spectators
V. Rules Applying to Exhibitors Interaction with Judges
VI. Conformation Ring Etiquette
VII. Be Courteous to your Fellow Exhibitors
VIII. Dog Temperament and Behavior in the Conformation Ring
IX. Three Judge Panel System/ Nationals Scorecard
X. Order of Judging

I. Release of Liability
1. Remy Kennel Club Nationals is held under the rules and regulations of the RKC.
2. RKC and its employees assume no responsibility for any loss, damage, or injury sustained by spectators.
3. RKC assumes no responsibility for any loss, damage or injury sustained by exhibitors and handlers to any of their dogs
or property and further assumes no responsibility for injury to children not under the supervision of their parents or
guardians.
4. RKC is not responsible for any loss, accidents or theft. The Remy Kennel Club cautions all persons entering the show
site and show grounds against all hazards which may exist. All persons should take into consideration the fact that this is a
sporting event and dress, act and exercise caution appropriate for the activity involved. All persons entering the show, the
grounds, site and show areas for whatever purpose do so entirely at their own risk.

II. General Rules
1. Show Ground Restrictions
2. No dog less than 8 weeks of age may be present on the grounds of any RKC Licensed event.
3. Absolutely no alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs will be allowed on the show grounds or in the buildings on the day
of any RKC Licensed event.
4. Required vaccinations:
a. All dogs six months of age or older must have inoculations for Rabies, Kennel Cough (Bordatella), Canine
Distemper and Canine Parvovirus to be eligible to compete at any RKC event. Dogs under six months of age
present on the grounds of any RKC event must have current inoculations for Kennel Cough (Bordatella), Canine
Distemper and Canine Parvovirus. Failure to comply with this paragraph will result in disciplinary action.
5. Entry in licensed classes is limited to:
a. Dogs that are permanently registered with RKC as of the day of the event, or be issued a temporary license.
b. Dogs that are at least six months of age on the day of the event.
6. Ineligible for entry in an RKC Licensed event:
a. Females in season must not be entered or shown in the Junior Showmanship classes. Females in season may not
be shown in the Regular classes.
7. Finality of Judges’ decisions:

a. By entering any class, the owner and handler of any dog agree to accept the decision of the Judge as final. The
decision of a Judge is the responsibility of the Judge and not that of Remy Kennel Club.

III. Rules Applying to Exhibitors and Spectators:
1. Sportsmanship and Conduct:
a. RKC exhibitors and spectators are expected to display exceptional behavior and sportsmanship in and out of the
conformation ring. Judges may excuse exhibitors from the conformation ring for violations of these rules or
conduct that interferes with the event and event participants. Show committee members and host club officers
may excuse exhibitors or spectators from the show grounds for violations of these rules or conduct that interferes
with the event and event participants. No refund will be made if an exhibitor is asked to leave the grounds.
b. Exhibitors should make an effort to help new exhibitors. We were all new to dog shows at one time and we
appreciated when someone helped us.
2. Ring and event grounds clean-up:
a. Exhibitors and dog owners are expected and required to clean up after their own dogs. Any person witnessing a
violation of this rule must report it to the show committee. The show committee may ask any person violating this
rule to leave the event grounds. No refund will be made if an exhibitor is asked to leave the grounds. In Addition
any exhibitor caught not picking up after their dogs risks being stripped of any points/majors awarded that day.
b. Exhibitors are required to clean up after their dog in the conformation ring. Any exhibitor who fails to clean up
after his/her dog may be directed by the show committee to leave the event grounds
c. It is the responsibility of the owner to make sure a dog is ready for the ring. Dogs that eliminate in the ring may
be disqualified at the sole discretion of the Judge.
d. Exhibitors should always leave a show site in the condition they found it. Help the show committee and clean
up your area.
3. Grooming:
a. RKC encourages exhibitors to emphasize the conditioning and training of their dogs and to avoid extreme
grooming practices. In order for the Judge to properly evaluate the dog it should be sufficiently clean with nails
cut to a length suitable for the dog to perform the work for which it was bred, and with clean teeth.
4. Collars:
a. Harnesses, pinch collars and hanging collar tags are prohibited in the show ring.
5. Double handling:
a. Persons outside the conformation ring are prohibited from any intentional actions designed to affect the
performance of a dog being judged in the conformation ring. This also applies equally to persons attempting to
improve or to impair a performance of a dog in the conformation ring. The show committee may remove from the
show grounds any person they reasonably believe is double handling. Judges may also excuse exhibitors whose
dogs they reasonably believe are benefiting from “double handling
6. Control of the dog:
a. Exhibitors are expected to keep their dogs under control at all times. The show committe may remove from the
show grounds any person whose failure to control a dog interferes with judging or with the ability of other
exhibitors to present their dogs.
7. Baiting in the ring:
a. The Remy Kennel Club believes that dogs should be exhibited in a natural state. We believe that a dog’s
temperament and conformation are best evaluated when a dog is presented without any aids used to change the
dog’s natural behavior. Bait of ANY kind must NEVER be tossed or thrown around in the show ring. Any

exhibitor found to be throwing bait or littering the ring surface with bait shall be subject to disciplinary action.
The Judge will ultimately make the determination if an exhibitor is throwing bait or littering the ring surface with
the bait. If the judge has made the decision that the exhibitor is throwing bait or littering the ring surface, the
judge can make the decision to excuse the exhibitor and the dog from the show ring. The Judge shall mark the
Judge’s book “Excused. Threw bait in the ring” or “Excused. Littered ring with bait.” The Judge’s decision on
this matter is ABSOLUTELY final.
8. Dress Code:
a. Exhibitors’ clothing should be business professional/casual. Exhibitors’ apparel speaks to the respect they have
for the sport, the show and its proceedings.
b. Business Professional/Casual- When you dress business professional or business casual, you are wearing
generally conservative clothing to portray yourself in a professional manner.
c. Business professional is similar to formal wear, but does not necessarily mean you need to wear a suit, or break
out your best shoes. Women can wear a skirt or pants suit with heels while men may wear a blazer or suit jacket,
button down shirt, suit pants, a tie and dress shoes. Gentlemen should wear dress pants, dress shirt and jacket
(sometimes with and sometimes without a tie).
d. Business Casual, women typically wear a collared shirt or sweater with dress pants and dress shoes or boots.
Conservative dresses and skirts are also acceptable attire. A man’s option for business casual includes a polo shirt,
collared shirt or sweater. Khaki or dress pants along with dress shoes make up his business casual outfit. He does
not need to wear a tie.
e. Nationals is a Specialty event, while dress code to be in attendance is recommended, it will only be enforced for
exhibitors entering the ring. Nationals ring attire does not allow for casual attire such as shorts, jeans or T-shirts.
f. Women should not wear skirts that are too short or too cumbersome, and they should avoid noisy, dangling
jewelry and hats. Ties, scarves, hats, vests, jewelry or anything else that may dangle into the dogs’ line of vision
should be secured away from proximity to the dogs. Above all, avoid inappropriate, conspicuous or outlandish
attire. Please keep in mind you have to be able to run around the ring, have bait in your pocket and get down on
the ground with your dog. Whatever you decide to wear, it should be clean and comfortable and allow you to
exhibit the dog in a manner that neither attracts nor distracts attention to yourself.
9. Ring Call:
a. Exhibitors are responsible for being available for judging at the scheduled time of their class. Every possible
effort will be made to accommodate exhibitors who have dogs entered in multiple classes, but judges are not
required to wait for dogs. Exhibitors are advised to notify stewards so that judges may work around any conflicts
that may arise.
b. The owner or designated handler of each dog is solely responsible for having his/her dog ready ringside when
his/her class is called to be judged. The Remy Kennel Club and show committee have no obligation or
responsibility for providing service through a public address system for the purpose of locating dogs that are not
brought into the ring when their class is called. Dogs may arrive any time prior to their scheduled time of judging.
Please remember to turn off cell phones and/or pagers before entering rings.
10. Correction of Entry:
a. Owners are responsible for the accuracy of information on the conformation show entry forms. Owners are
responsible for any errors made on entry forms, regardless of who may make such errors. Owners and exhibitors
are responsible for correcting any errors on their entry.

IV. Rules applying to Exhibitors Interaction with Judges:
1. A dog show is an evaluation of breeding stock, and many breeders have made a lifelong commitment to their breed.
Judges have spent years studying dogs before stepping into the conformation ring to judge. They are serious about the

sport, and exhibitors should be as well. Exhibitors’ behavior, deportment and dress speak to the degree of commitment
they have to their dogs and to the sport
2. Exhibitors should accept the decision of the Judge gracefully. There should be no snatching of ribbons, loud comments
or derision of the Judge or their decisions, either in the conformation ring or out. If you would like to personally ask the
judge for feedback, please be courteous and ask after your class has been completely judged. Such actions can be cause
for immediate dismissal-. No refund will be made if an exhibitor is asked to leave the grounds.
3. Exhibitors should take care when discussing the judging with the Judge to not appear confrontational. The judging was
the Judge’s opinion that day, and poor behavior on the part of the exhibitor will not change the outcome. Such actions can
be cause for immediate dismissal-. No refund will be made if an exhibitor is asked to leave the grounds.
4. No person may interfere with the judge in any way while he/she is judging a class. If you have any questions or would
like feedback about the judge's decision, please wait until after your class has been judged. Immediately after your class
has been judged is the best time to ask for feedback, hours and hundreds of dogs later are not constructive.
5. Exhibitors should take care not to promote rumors and negative comments about dogs, other exhibitors or judges.
6. Exhibitors should remember they are at the show at the invitation of the show-giving club. In order to ensure being
invited back, exhibitors should do whatever they can to assist the host club and promote the family flavor of RKC events.

V. Conformation Ring Etiquette
1. Be Courteous to the Judge
2. Exercise your dogs before entering the ring to run off any extra energy the dog may have.
3. Relieve your dogs before entering the ring to prevent any accidents as well as disqualifications.
4. Be on time for your class and be sure your dog is clean and well-groomed.
5. Be prepared to show your dog’s bite or for the judge to check it him or herself.
6. Don’t converse loudly with other handlers in the ring or with people at ringside.
7. Don’t allow your dog to jump up on the judge.
8. Dogs that eliminate in the ring can be disqualified at the discretion of the judge.
9. Regardless of your placing, even if it is third out of three, smile and thank the judge. Never be rude
or display anger in or out of the ring by using profanity or discarding a ribbon.
10. If you wish to have a picture of your win, ask the steward to ask the judge if he/she will have time. A judge may not
have time for photos until after judging.
11. If you are interested in knowing why you lost under a judge whose opinion you value, ask immediately following the
class, for the clearest feedback. After a judge finishes an assignment, it is usually best to discuss the breed in general with
the judge. Asking the judge for feedback hours and hundreds of dogs later, will not likely render specifics. For future
reference, it’s more useful to find out where a judge places emphasis in your breed.

VI. Be Courteous to your Fellow Exhibitors
1. Never bring a sick dog to the show!
2. In the ring, whether your dog is relaxed, stacked or gaiting, allow sufficient distance between your
dog and others at all times.
3. If you head up the line, others should set up in a straight line directly behind you and vice versa.
4. Never block the judge’s view of someone else’s dog.
5. While gaiting, never purposely "run up" on the dog in front of you, please keep a comfortable
amount of room between you and other exhibitors.

6. When asked to gait as a group or with another exhibitor ask if he/she is ready.

VII. Dog Temperament and Behavior in the Conformation Ring
1. Owners of RKC Registered dogs are responsible for the behavior of their dogs at any RKC event.
Dogs participating in RKC events are expected to have stable temperaments and to be sufficiently well trained so that no
dog’s behavior interferes with the Judge’s ability to evaluate the dog or its performance in the conformation ring. Owners
or handlers are expected to ensure at all times that their dogs present no threat to persons or other dogs attending the
event.
2. A Judge may excuse a dog when the dog’s behavior significantly interferes with the Judge’s ability to evaluate the dog
or with the ability of other exhibitors to show their dogs. This includes, but is not limited to, such behavior as not standing
for examination or refusing to walk. Temperament is a key element to each breed and/or variety and will be taken into
consideration.
3. A Judge must excuse a dog when the dog’s demeanor gives the Judge reason to believe that the dog may not safely be
examined by the Judge. In such cases, the Judge must mark the dog “Excused” in the Judge’s book and state the reason
for the excusal. The Judge’s decision in such matters is absolutely final.
4. Disqualifying a Dog for Temperament or Behavior.
a. When the bite or attack occurs in the conformation ring, a judge must disqualify a dog that bites or attempts to
bite a person, or that bites or attacks another dog. The term “attack” shall be construed to include unprovoked
physical contact between the two dogs. If the bite, attempted bite or attack occurs in the ring, the Judge must mark
the dog “disqualified” in the Judge’s book and state the reason for the disqualification. The Judge’s decision in
such matters is final. The Judge must complete the RKC “Disqualified for Attacking” report form and report any
such incident to the show committee immediately.
b. When the bite or attack occurs elsewhere. Any person who witnesses a dog biting or attempting to bite a
person, or biting or attacking another dog anywhere on the event grounds other than in the ring must report it
immediately to a member of the show committee or the host club. The host club must investigate the alleged bite,
attempted bite or attack and the club must file a complaint. Once the complaint is complete, the show committee
must send the complaint to RKC with their event report. The dog is considered disqualified in this situation and
must not enter or exhibit at any RKC Licensed event until reinstated by RKC.

VIII. Three Judge Panel System/ Nationals Scorecard
What is the 3 Judge Panel System and what are the benefits?
1. Each dog will be scored by each Judge individually, using the Scale of Points provided. Highest score achievable will
be 100 points.
2. The winner will be determined on the basis of the total score of each dog.
3. In the event of a tie, it shall be broken by using the "Excellent Placement" score. The finalist with the highest "Excellent
Placement" total is declared the winner. This figure (Excellent Placement) is used ONLY to break a tie, and is not
included in tabulating the AVERAGE score. The above are the simple ground rules that will be followed in the Three
Judge Panel System.

The rationale for this system is as follows.
Whenever a Judge examines an individual dog and compares it,
mentally, to the Judge's picture of the ideal, the Judge is going
through the work of judging by scoring. The scoring system
adds the assigning of numerical values to the main factors of
judging and it demands the Judge indicate wherein he penalizes
for less than ideal characteristics. The Judge's scores, part by
part are recorded. The Judge will be indicating the degree of
deviation in each part from the ideal. He must also score each
dog before he actually judges it by using the Excellent
Placement Scale of 1 through 10. In other words, he must look
at the dog as a whole and place the dog on his scale, with a
score of 10 meaning that the dog is in perfect harmony with the
Judge's picture of the ideal American Bully or American Pit
Bull Terrier.
Scoring is much more time consuming than the
comparison judging we are accustomed to in the show ring
...where Judges can handle 25 or more dogs in an hour. When
scoring dogs, a Judge can do no more than about 6-10 dogs an
hour. But, when scoring is complete, it provides a written
critique of the dog as seen by the Judge. The total score gives
some sense of the 'approximation of perfection' of the
individual dog. Thus, tradition has it that the great dogs of the
breed ...the landmark animals ...would have scored between 93
and 94 points. In theory, if we had numerical scores of the great dogs of years gone by, we could compare the scores of
our present greats to them. So, in setting up the judging for the Nationals, we have set up a system that could provide
numerical norms for future comparisons.
Scoring has another virtue. It is a strong discipline for the Judge. A fault can seem to stand out to a Judge. He can
become sensitized to one difficulty or even to one virtue. And, he can over fault or overemphasize the virtue. Scoring
checks this to a marked degree. It reduces the idiosyncrasies of individual Judges.
In order to facilitate accuracy and reduce the amount of time taken to judge, the original scale of points has been
combined into 10 categories rather than 20; the point scale remains the same

Which Classes are subject to the Three Judge Panel?
In the Nationals Event ring classes examined by the Three Judge Panel are as follows: Best of Winners Class, Champion Class,
Grand Champion Class and Best of Breed, for both the American Bully and the American Pit Bull Terrier as well as Best in Show.

What is the ring procedure for classes subject to the Three Judge Panel?
1. Dogs will be called in by class, circle the ring once and stop in front of the three judges. The Judges will begin to assess
their Overall Ring Presence Score.
2. Each participating dog is individually evaluated by each judge using the scale of points (score sheet), one after the
other, until all judges have completed their assessments.
3. The handler will be asked to move their dog down and back on the diagonal, and then asked to circle the ring
completely; Judges will assign their score for gait and movement. This will conclude the assessment for Overall Ring
Presence Score.
a. Immediately following the completion of judging, the judges' score sheets will be turned over to a pair of
Remy Kennel Club Licensed representatives to be tabulated.
b. The scores for each dog, from each of the three judges, are tabulated, added together, then divided by three (3)
to determine the dog's average score.
c. In the event of a tie, the President determines the winner by consulting the "Excellent Placement" totals. The
finalist with the highest "Excellent Placement" total is declared the winner. This figure (Excellent Placement) is
used ONLY to break a tie, and is not included in tabulating the AVERAGE score. d. In the event the “Excellent
Placement" scores result in an additional tie, there will be two (2) winners.
4. Steps 1, 2, 3 will be repeated until all dogs competing have been evaluated. After the last dog the group will hold for a
brief moment as the score cards are tabulated, and a winner will be announced.

X. Order of Judging
• The classes will run in the following order:

o Junior Handlers
o American Pit Bull Terrier Classic and Standard Varities(Except Best of
Breed)
o American Bully (Except Best of Breed)

o Best In Show Puppy
o American Pit Bull Terrier Best of Breed
o American Bully Best of Breed
O Best in Show

Listed below are the age breakdown/varieties of each class.
Junior Handlers Competition
• Ankle Bitters 2-5 years
• Pee Wee 6-8 years
• Junior Novice 9-12 years
• Junior Open 9-12 years
• Senior Novice 13-16 years
• Senior Open 13-16 years

American Pit Bull Terrier Classes
APBT Classic Class
o Female APBT Classic Pups 6-9 months
o Female APBT Classic Pups 9-12 months
o Female APBT Classic 1-2 years
o Female APBT Classic 2-3 years
o Female APBT Classic 3+ years
o Best APBT Classic Female (age groups 6-9 months, 9-12 months, 1-2 years, 2-3 years and 3+ years)
APBT Classic Class
o Male APBT Classic Pups 6-9 months
o Male APBT Classic Pups 9-12 months
o Male APBT Classic 1-2 years
o Male APBT Classic 2-3 years
o Male APBT Classic 3+ years
o Best APBT Classic Male (age groups 6-9 months, 9-12 months, 1-2 years, 2-3 years and 3+ years

Best of Variety Classic APBT
O Best APBT Classic female competes against best APBT Classic male for best of APBT Classic Variety
APBT Standard Class
o Female APBT Standard Pups 3-6 months * Winner will Compete for Nationals Best in Show Puppy

o Female APBT Standard Pups 6-9 months
o Female APBT Standard Pups 9-12 months
o Female APBT Standard 1-2 years
o Female APBT Standard 2-3 years
o Female APBT Standard 3+ years
o Best APBT Standard Female (age groups 6-9 months, 9-12 months, 1-2 years, 2-3 years and 3+ years)
APBT Standard Class
o Male APBT Standard Pups 3-6 months * Winner will Compete for Nationals Best in Show Puppy
o Male APBT Standard Pups 6-9 months
o Male APBT Standard Pups 9-12 months
o Male APBT Standard 1-2 years
o Male APBT Standard 2-3 years
o Male APBT Standard 3+ years
o Best APBT Standard Male (age groups 6-9 months, 9-12 months, 1-2 years, 2-3 years and 3+ years)

Best of Variety APBT Standard
O Best APBT Standard female competes against Best APBT Standard male for best of APBT Standard Variety
Best of Winners
o Winners of the Best APBT Classic and Best APBT Standard compete for Best of Winners.
o This class will be judged by the Nationals Three Judge Panel.
Champion Class
o All Champions compete
o This class will be judged by the Nationals Three Judge Panel.
• Grand Champion Class
o All Grand Champions Compete
o This class will be judged by the Nationals Three Judge Panel.

American Bully Classes
• Extreme Class
o Female Extreme Ages 1-2 years
o Female Extreme Ages 2-3 years
o Female Extreme Ages 3+ years
o Best Extreme Female
• Extreme Class
o Male Extreme Ages 1-2 years
o Male Extreme Ages 2-3 years
o Male Extreme Ages 3+ years

o Best Extreme Male
• Best Of Variety - EXTREME
o Best extreme female competes against best extreme male for best of variety
• XL Class
o Female XL Ages 1-2 years
o Female XL Ages 2-3 years
o Female XL 3+ years o Best XL Female
• XL Class
o Male XL Ages 1-2 years
o Male XL 2-3 years
o Male XL 3+ years
o Best XL Male
• Best Of Variety - XL
o Best XL female competes against best XL male for best variety
• Pocket Class
o Female Pockets Ages 1-2 years
o Female Pockets Ages 2-3 years
o Female Pockets Ages 3+ years
o Best Female Pocket
• Pocket Class
o Male Pockets Ages 1-2 years
o Male Pockets Ages 2-3 years
o Male Pockets Ages 3+ years
o Best Pocket Male
• Best Of Variety - POCKET
o Best pocket female competes against best pocket male for best of variety
• Classic Class
o Female Classic Ages 1-2 years
o Female Classic Ages 2-3 years
o Female Classic Ages 3+ years
o Best Classic Female
• Classic Class
o Male Classic Ages 1-2 years
o Male Classic Ages 2-3 years
o Male Classic Ages 3+ years
o Best Classic Male
• Best Of Variety - CLASSIC

o Best classic female competes against best classic male for best of variety
• Standard Class
o Female Pups 3-6 months * Winner will Compete for Nationals Best in Show Puppy
o Female Pups 6-9 months
o Female Pups 9-12 months
o Female Standard 1-2 years
o Female Standard 2-3 years
o Female Standard 3+ years
o Best Standard Female
• Standard Class
o Male Pups 3-6 months * Winner will Compete for Nationals Best in Show Puppy
o Male Pups 6-9 months
o Male Pups 9-12 months
o Male Standard 1-2 years
o Male Standard 2-3 years
o Male Standard 3+ years
o Best Standard Male
• Best Of Variety - STANDARD
o Best standard female competes against best standard male for best of variety
• Best of Winners
o Winners of all Varieties compete- best overall pocket, classic, XL, extreme and standard classes compete for Best of
Winners.
o This class will be judged by the Nationals Three Judge Panel.
• Champion Class
o All Champions compete
o This class will be judged by the Nationals Three Judge Panel.
• Grand Champion Class
▪ All Grand Champions Compete
▪ This class will be judged by the Nationals Three Judge Panel.

Brief Intermission to Prepare for Nationals Specialty Classes
• Best in Show Puppy
o Winners from both sexes of the APBT 3-6 month puppy class, will compete against winners of both sexes from the
American Bully 3-6 month puppy class winner.
• Best of Breed (Nationals Winner for APBT)
o Best of winners competes against best grand champion and best champion for Best of Breed APBT
o This class will be judged by the Nationals Three Judge Panel.

• Best of Breed (Nationals Winner for the American Bully)
o Best of winners competes against best grand champion and best champion for Best of Breed.
O This class will be judged by the Nationals Three Judge Panel.
• Best in Show
o Best of Breed winners from the APBT and the American Bully compete for Best in Show.
O This class will be judged by the Nationals Three Judge Panel.

XI. Breed Standards
THE AMERICAN PIT BULL TERRIER CLASSIC

1) GENERAL APPEARANCE: Should look like an American Pit Bull Terrier giving the impression of strength and muscle tone, not
slight or frail. Appears with heavy boned, with a light and springy back end, and must have an athletic build. Adult dog should be of a
lean but fit showing a hint of rib and backbone with muscles firm and defined. Glossy coat with nail trimmed.
2) COAT: Tight fitting folds around the neck and chest. A well exercised animal. Short hair and the gloss showing overall health of
the animal. Color or any combination of colors, except for colors or color patterns known to be genetically linked to health problems.
3) NECK: Should be muscled and heavily strong. Long in length.
a. HEAD: Head size balanced in relationship to the rest of the body, with a wedge shape and 2/3 the width of the shoulders.
The cheeks 25% wider than the neck. The length from the nose to the stop should equal the length from the stop to the back
of the head. The head should be deep from the top of the head to the bottom of the jaw. Straight box like muzzle Teeth,
incisors should meet in the front in a scissor bite. Canines should be wide at the base and taper to the end, top Canines fitting
tightly together behind the bottom canines. They should be sound and healthy with none missing. Eyes, small and deep set.
Elliptical when viewed from the front, triangular when viewed from the side. Ears cropped or natural are ok.
b. FAULTS: short neck, cheeky, underdeveloped muzzle, lippy, missing canines, overshot or undershot to the extent that
Shoulders Wider than the ribcage at the 8th rib. Scapula well laid back, 45 degree or less angle to the ground, and broad and
flat Allowing for adequate muscular attachment for a heavy and sturdy front end. Forearms are slightly longer than the
humorous and solid, twice the thickness of the metatarsal at the hock.
4) BACK: Broad and long enough to square the dog. Too short can interfere with a dogs flexibility. Too long a loin causes the dog to
Carry excessive weight and affect a dog’s agility and quickness. Faults: short or flat hip, straight stifle, double jointed or slipped hock,
cow hocked, bunchy muscles.

5) TAIL: Thick at the base, tapering at the end, not gay tail. Hang down when relaxed.
6) LEGS: This can be judged by the set of the tail legs long and sloping, which should be low. Ideal slope of hip should be 30 degrees
to the ground. The femur should be of a length so that the stifle joint is proportioned in the upper 1/3 of the rear assembly. Rear
angulations - ratio between the lengths of the bones and the muscles which attach on these bones, causes a bent stifle which leads to a
well bent hock. This contributes to the natural springiness that is desired in the rear assembly. The muscle attachment is long and
deep, well past the joint, which causes the muscles to appear smooth, but defined. (Not Bunchy).
a. FAULTS: short or flat hip, straight stifle, double jointed or slipped hock, cow hocked, bunchy muscles.

THE AMERICAN PIT BULL TERRIER STANDARD

1) GENERAL APPEARANCE The American Pit Bull Terrier is a medium-sized, solidly built, short-coated dog with smooth, welldefined musculature. This breed is both powerful and athletic. The body is just slightly longer than tall, but bitches may be somewhat
longer in body than dogs. The length of the front leg (measured from point of elbow to the ground) is approximately equal to one-half
of the dog’s height at the withers. The head is of medium length, with a broad, flat skull, and a wide, deep muzzle. Ears are small to
medium in size, high set, and may be natural or cropped. The relatively short tail is set low, thick at the base and tapers to a point. The
American Pit Bull Terrier comes in all colors and color patterns except merle. This breed combines strength and athleticism with grace
and agility and should never appear bulky or muscle-bound or fine-boned and rangy. Above all else, the APBT must have the
functional capability to be a catch dog that can hold, wrestle (push and pull), and breathe easily while doing its job. Balance and
harmony of all parts are critical components of breed type.

Eliminating Faults: Any disproportionate overdone characteristic (such as short legs, excessive bone or massive head or body) that
would interfere with physical activity or working ability.
Disqualifications: Unilateral or bilateral cryptorchid. Dwarfism.

CHARACTERISTICS
The essential characteristics of the American Pit Bull Terrier are strength, confidence, and zest for life. This breed is eager to please
and brimming over with enthusiasm. APBTs make excellent family companions and have always been noted for their love of children.
Because most APBTs exhibit some level of dog aggression and because of its powerful physique, the APBT requires an owner who
will carefully socialize and obedience train the dog. The breed’s natural agility makes it one of the most capable canine climbers so
good fencing is a must for this breed. The APBT is not the best choice for a guard dog since they are extremely friendly, even with
strangers. Aggressive behavior toward humans is uncharacteristic of the breed and highly undesirable. This breed does very well in
performance events because of its high level of intelligence and its willingness to work.

Disqualifications: Viciousness or extreme shyness.

2) HEAD The APBT head is unique and a key element of breed type. It is large and broad, giving the impression of great power, but it
is not disproportionate to the size of the body. Viewed from the front, the head is shaped like a broad, blunt wedge. When viewed from
the side, the skull and muzzle are parallel to one another and joined by a well defined, moderately deep stop. Supraorbital arches over
the eyes are well defined but not pronounced. The head is well chiseled, blending strength, elegance, and character.
a. Very Serious Fault: Overly large, heavy heads.
3) SKULL - The skull is large, flat or slightly rounded, deep, and broad between the ears. Viewed from the top, the skull tapers just
slightly toward the stop. There is a deep median furrow that diminishes in depth from the stop to the occiput. Cheek muscles are
prominent but free of wrinkles. When the dog is concentrating, wrinkles form on the forehead, which give the APBT his unique
expression.
4) MUZZLE - The muzzle is broad and deep with a very slight taper from the stop to the nose, and a slight falling away under the
eyes. The length of muzzle is shorter than the length of skull, with a ratio of approximately 2:3. The topline of the muzzle is straight.
The lower jaw is well developed, wide and deep. Lips are clean and tight.
a. Faults: Snipey muzzle; flews; weak lower jaw.
b. Eliminating Faults: Muzzle so short and blunt as to interfere with normal breathing.
5) TEETH - The American Pit Bull Terrier has a complete set of evenly spaced, white teeth meeting in a scissors bite.
a. Fault: Level bite.
b. Serious Faults: Undershot, or overshot bite; wry mouth; missing teeth (this does not apply to teeth that have been lost or
removed by a veterinarian).
6) NOSE - The nose is large with wide, open nostrils. The nose may be any color.
7) EYES - Eyes are medium size, round and set well apart and low on the skull. All colors are equally acceptable except blue, which is
a serious fault. Haw should not be visible.
a. Serious Faults: Bulging eyes; both eyes not matched in color; blue eyes.
8) EARS - Ears are high set and may be natural or cropped without preference. Prick, or flat, wide ears are not desired.
a. Disqualifications: Unilateral or bilateral deafness.
9) NECK The neck is of moderate length and muscular. There is a slight arch at the crest. The neck widens gradually from where it
joins the skull to where it blends into well laid back shoulders. The skin on the neck is tight and without dewlap.
a. Faults: Neck too thin or weak; ewe neck; dewlap.
b. Very Serious Fault: A short, thick neck that would interfere with functional ability.
10) FOREQUARTERS: The shoulder blades are long, wide, muscular, and well laid back. The upper arm is roughly equal in length to
the shoulder blade and joins it at an apparent right angle. The forelegs are strong and muscular. The elbows are set close to the body.
Viewed from the front, the forelegs are set moderately wide apart and perpendicular to the ground. The pasterns are short, powerful,
straight, and flexible. When viewed in profile, the pasterns are nearly erect.
a. Faults: Upright or loaded shoulders; elbows turned outward or tied-in; down at the pasterns; front legs bowed; wrists
knuckled over; toeing in or out.
b. Eliminating Faults: Front legs (measured from elbow to ground) shorter than half the total height at the withers. Front legs
so bowed as to interfere with normal movement.
11) BODY The chest is deep, well filled in, and moderately wide with ample room for heart and lungs, but the chest should never be
wider than it is deep. The forechest does not extend much beyond the point of shoulder. The ribs extend well back and are well sprung
from the spine, then flattening to form a deep body extending to the elbows. The back is strong and firm. The topline inclines very
slightly downward from the withers to a broad, muscular, level back. The loin is short, muscular and slightly arched to the top of the
croup, but narrower than the rib cage and with a moderate tuck-up. The croup is slightly sloping downward.
a. Very Serious Fault: Overly massive body style that impedes working ability.
b. Eliminating Fault: Chest so wide as to interfere with normal movement.

12) HINDQUARTERS The hindquarters are strong, muscular, and moderately broad. The rump is well filled in on each side of the tail
and deep from the pelvis to the crotch. The bone, angulation, and musculature of the hindquarters are in balance with the forequarters.
The thighs are well developed with thick, easily discerned muscles. Viewed from the side, the hock joint is well bent and the rear
pasterns are well let down and perpendicular to the ground. Viewed from the rear, the rear pasterns are straight and parallel to one
another.
a. Faults: Narrow hindquarters; hindquarters shallow from pelvis to crotch; lack of muscle; straight or over angulated stifle
joint; cow hocks; sickle hocks; bowed legs.
13) FEET The feet are round, proportionate to the size of the dog, well arched, and tight. Pads are hard, tough, and well cushioned.
Dewclaws may be removed.
a. Fault: Splayed feet.
14) TAIL The tail is set on as a natural extension of the topline, and tapers to a point. When the dog is relaxed, the tail is carried low
and extends approximately to the hock. When the dog is moving, the tail is carried level with the backline. When the dog is excited,
the tail may be carried in a raised, upright position (challenge tail), but never curled over the back (gay tail).
a. Fault: Long tail (tail tip passes beyond point of hock).
b. Serious Faults: Gay tail (not to be confused with challenge tail); kinked tail
c. Eliminating Fault: Bobbed tail.
d. Disqualification: Screw tail.
15) COAT The coat is glossy and smooth, close, and moderately stiff to the touch.
a. Faults: Curly, wavy, or sparse coat.
b. Disqualification: Long coat.
16) COLOR Any color, color pattern, or combination of colors is acceptable, except for merle.
a. Disqualifications: Albinism. Merle
17) HEIGHT AND WEIGHT The American Pit Bull Terrier must be both powerful and agile; overall balance and the correct
proportion of weight to height, therefore, is far more important than the dog’s actual weight and/or height. Desirable weight for a
mature male in good condition is between 35 and 60 poundS. Desirable weight for a mature female in good condition is between 30
and 50 pounds. As a general and approximate guideline only, the desirable height range for mature males is from 18 to 21 inches at the
withers; for mature females it is from 17 to 20 inches at the withers. It is important to note that dogs over or under these weight and
height ranges are not to be penalized unless they are disproportionately massive or rangy.
a. Very Serious Fault: Excessively large or overly massive dogs and dogs with a height and/or weight so far from what is
desired as to compromise health, structure, movement and physical ability.
18) GAIT The American Pit Bull Terrier moves with a jaunty, confident attitude, conveying the impression that he expects any minute
to see something new and exciting. When trotting, the gait is effortless, smooth, powerful, and well coordinated, showing good reach
in front and drive behind. When moving, the backline remains level with only a slight flexing to indicate suppleness. Viewed from any
position, legs turn neither in nor out, nor do feet cross or interfere with each other. As speed increases, feet tend to converge toward
center line of balance.
a. Faults: Legs not moving on the same plane; legs over reaching; legs crossing over in front or rear; rear legs moving too
close or touching; rolling; pacing; paddling; sidewinding; hackney action; pounding.
b. ELIMINATING FAULTS Any disproportionate overdone characteristic (such as short legs, excessive bone or massive
head or body) that would interfere with physical activity or working ability.
● Muzzle so short and blunt as to interfere with normal breathing.
● Front legs so bowed as to interfere with normal movement.
● Front legs (measured from elbow to ground) shorter than half the total height at the withers.
● Chest so wide as to interfere with normal movement.
● Bobbed tail.
c. DISQUALIFICATIONS
●
●

Unilateral or bilateral cryptorchid.
Viciousness or extreme shyness

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Albinism.
Merle.
Unilateral or bilateral deafness.
Long coat.
Dwarfism
Screw tail
Note: Although some level of dog aggression is characteristic of this breed, handlers will be expected to comply
with RKC policy regarding dog temperament at RKC events.

THE AMERICAN BULLY STANDARD
1) GENERAL APPEARANCE: The American Bully breed is recognizable by its blocky head, compact, thick-set structure and robust
build. Their appearance should resemble the APBT/Am Staff foundation, while also displaying features from other bull breeds.
Overall the American Bully should be balanced and proportionate allowing him to still maintain athletic ability. Absolute soundness
and proper muscle tone is a must with this breed. The head should be in proportion to the body, free of exaggerations that may
compromise breathing and/or obstruct normal vision. The coat of the American Bully should be short and smooth. Its presence should
leave an impression of tremendous power and stamina and have a kind and loyal disposition
2) CHARACTERISTICS: The American Bully is, first and foremost, a companion breed, that possesses great strength and confidence
with a zest for life. Despite its powerful appearance, their demeanor is gentle and friendly thus making it an excellent candidate for a
family companion. Aggressiveness towards humans is uncharacteristic of the breed, and is highly undesirable.
3) DISQUALIFICATIONS: Viciousness or extreme shyness.
4) HEAD: The American Bully breed head is unique and a key characteristic exemplifying breed type. It is massive but in balance
with the body. The stop should be deep and well defined. The flew should be deep, but clean. The head is well muscled throughout
with prominent cheeks which should be free of wrinkles.
5) MUZZLE: The muzzle is broad and blocky, or slightly square. The length of the muzzle is shorter than the length of the skull,
being from 30 to 40 percent of the overall length of the head. The top of the muzzle is straight. The lower jaw is well-developed, wide
and deep. The head should bear little to no characteristics to the English bulldog.
6) NOSE: The nose is large, with well-opened nostrils. It is an extension of the topline of the muzzle and do not protrude beyond nor
recede behind the front plane of the muzzle. All colors of nose pigment are acceptable. Nose color is usually in harmony with coat
color.
a. FAULTS: Excessively large, heavy, head disproportionate to the body. Muzzle so short and blunt as to interfere with
normal breathing. Snipey muzzle. Weak lower jaw. Excessive flews. Muzzle slightly turned up at the nostrils.
7) TEETH: 42 large size teeth should be present. Dogs with broken teeth should not be penalized. In the event a Dog is missing teeth,
documentation from a licensed Veterinarian will required. Strong with scissors bite preferred, but level bite acceptable.
a. FAULTS: Missing teeth.
b. SERIOUS FAULTS: Overshot, undershot, wry bite
8) EYES: Eyes are medium size, oval to almond shape, and set well apart and low on the
skull. All colors are equally acceptable except blue. The haw should not be visible.
a. FAULTS: Blue eyes, haw should not be visible.
b. SERIOUS FAULTS: Eyes not matched in color, Bulging or protruding eyes
9) EARS: Ears are set high, and may be natural or cropped, without preference. Prick or flat, wide ears are not preferred.
a. DISQUALIFICATIONS: Unilateral or bilateral deafness. Bat ears.
10) NECK: The neck is of moderate length and muscular and blends into the well laid-back shoulders. It must be long enough to exert
leverage, but short enough to exert power. The neck at its widest point is nearly as broad as the head, with a slight arch at the crest,
and tapering slightly from shoulders to the head.
a. FAULTS: Neck too thin or weak; excessive dewlap. A short neck that would interfere with functional ability. Neck too

long as to be out of proportion with body.
11) COLOR / COAT: Any combination of colors is acceptable, except for merle. Coat to be smooth and tight
a. FAULTS: Curly or wavy coat
b. DISQUALIFICATIONS: Albinism. Merle.
12) GAIT: The American Bully breed moves with alertness and a confident attitude, the gate should be brisk and powerful with strides
of moderate length. Back remains strong, firm and level. Rear legs move in line with front legs. Viewed from any position, legs turn
neither in nor out, nor do feet cross or interfere with each other.
a. FAULTS: Legs over reaching; legs crossing over in front or rear; rear legs moving too close or touching; pacing; paddling;
sidewinding; hackney action; pounding.
13) HEIGHT: The ideal height range for mature males is over 17 and under 20 inches at the withers; for mature females it is over 16
inches under 19 inches at the withers. It is important to note that dogs should be penalized if they are disproportionately massive.
Overall balance and the correct proportion of weight to height is very important.
a. SERIOUS FAULTS: Disproportionately massive as to compromise the health
and structure, movement and physical ability.
b. DISQUALIFICATION: Dwarfism.
14) BODY: The body is close-coupled, with a broad, deep chest, and well-sprung ribs. The chest may be wider than it is deep, but free
from exaggeration. The fore chest does not extend forward much beyond the point of the shoulder. The back is wide, strong and firm.
The topline is level and straight. The croup slopes slightly downward to the base of the tail. The loin is wide and short. The distance
from the withers to the elbow is equal to the distance from the elbows to the bottom of the feet. Dogs that are slightly shorter in
distance from the elbows to the bottom of the feet are acceptable but not desirable.
a. FAULTS: Chest so wide as to interfere with normal movement.
15) BACK: Fairly short to medium back, slight sloping from withers to rump or straight accepted with gentle short slope at rump to
base of tail. The American Bully should give the appearance of a square body, equal in length when measured from point of shoulder
to point of buttocks and from the withers to the ground.
a. FAULTS: Back too long; rear higher than withers; weak or swayed topline; roached or wheel back.
16) FOREQUARTERS: The shoulder blades are long, wide, muscular and well laid back. The upper arm is roughly equal in length to
the shoulder blade, and joins at an apparent right angle, with layback measuring between 35 to 45 degrees. Legs are straight and well
boned, set rather far apart, without looseness at the shoulders. The forelegs are strong and muscular with a slight turn to the forearm.
The pasterns are short, erect, powerful, flexible, and should show no weakness. Equal distance from the elbows to the bottom of the
feet and from elbows to withers is preferred, dogs with slightly shorter distances are acceptable but not desired,
a. FAULTS: Front legs so bowed as to interfere with normal movement, weak pasterns, Elbows turned outward or tied-in,
Severe toeing (in or out), Upper arm too short, Upright or Loaded shoulders; steep and forward scapula (shoulder blade),
Wrists knuckled over.
17) CHEST: The chest is deep, well filled in, and moderately wide with ample room for heart and lungs, but the chest should never be
wider than it is deep. The fore chest does not extend much beyond the point of shoulder. The ribs extend well back and are well
sprung from the spine, then flattening to form a deep body extending to the elbows.
a. FAULTS: Chest so wide as to interfere with normal movement.
18) BACK: The back is short to medium in length while strong and firm. The topline inclines very slightly downward from the
withers to a broad, muscular, level backline. The American Bully is a square bodied breed, equal in height and length. The loin is
short, muscular and slightly arched to the top of the croup, but narrower than the rib cage and with a moderate tuck up. The croup is
slightly sloping downward.
a. FAULTS: Rectangular bodied, rear set higher than the withers, roach back, swayed or weak topline.
19) HINDQUARTERS: The hindquarters are strong, muscular and broad. Angulation of hindquarters balances that of forequarters.
The American Bully’s square body has proper degrees of angulations to suit the length of body. It is important to note, if a square dog
had more a rectangular type assembly and stifle turn (90degree), the movement would likely be incorrect and this square dog would
over reach or cross over when moving, compared to a more moderate and balanced rear assembly. Upper thigh is very broad and wellmuscled. Stifle joint is well turned. Lower thigh is broad and powerful, with extensive muscling leading into a strong and well bent

hock joint. Rear pasterns are nearly perpendicular to the ground. Viewed from the rear, hind legs are straight, strong, parallel to each
other and wide enough apart to match the spread of the forequarters. The rump is well-filled-in, and deep.
a. FAULTS: Narrow hindquarters. Lack of muscle. Straight stifle. Cow hocks. Sickle hocks. Bowed legs, Hocks turning in or
out
20) FEET: Should be tight, round, proportionate to the size of the dog and well-arched.
a. FAULTS: Splayed feet, long Toes, flat feet
TAIL: The tail is set on as a natural extension of the topline, and tapers to a point. When the dog is moving, the tail is carried level
with the topline. When the dog is excited, the tail may be carried slightly higher, in a raised, upright position (challenge tail, but never
carried over the back (gay tail). When the dog is standing and relaxed, the tail is carried low and extends approximately to the hock.
b. FAULTS: Bobbed tail. Docked tail, Tail to long or too short approximately up to an inch above or below point of the hock.
Gay tail (carried over the plane of the back)
c. SERIOUS FAULTS: Kinked, knotted, or fused tail. Extremely short tail.
d. DISQUALIFICATIONS: Screwed, bobbed, or docked tail

QUICK REFERENCE FAULT LIST
FAULTS: Faults to be penalized but not disqualifications for showing are:
HEAD
1) Overly visible haw
2) Excessively large, heavy, head disproportionate to the body.
3) Muzzle so short and blunt as to interfere with normal breathing.
4) Excessive flews.
5) Muzzle slightly turned up at the nostrils.
6) Muzzle too long or snipey
7) Missing teeth.
8) Level or flush bite
9) Lack of pronounced/deep stop
10) Weak underjaw
11) Underjaw turning up
12) Nose turning up or pushed back
13) Overshot or Undershot bite
14) Wry or cross bite
15) Blue Eyes (Albinism)
16) excessive dewlap
FOREQUARTERS
17) Neck too thin or weak
18) Neck too short as to interfere with functional ability
19) Neck too long as to be out of proportion with body.
20) Chest so wide as to interfere with normal movement.
21) Upright or Loaded Shoulders; steep and forward scapula (shoulder blade)
22) Upper arm too short

23) Elbows turned outward or tied-in
24) Severe toeing (in or out),
25) Weak pasterns,
26) Wrists knuckled over
27) Upper arm too short
28) Bowed front legs
29) Down at the pasterns (weak pasterns)
30) Splayed or flat feet
31) Long toes
BODY
32) Curly or wavy coat
33) Back too long; rear higher than withers; weak or swayed topline; roached or wheel back
34) Lack of muscle.
35) Excessive weight, as to compromise the health and structure, movement and physical ability.
HINDQUARTERS
36) Tail too long or too short (approx. 1′′ from point of hock)
37) Gay (Curled) tail (carried over the plane of the back)
38) Tail to long or too short approximately up to an inch above or below point of the hock.
39) Cow Hocked; Hocks turning in or out
40) Narrow hindquarters, lack of muscle
41) Straight stifle
42) Sickle hocked
43) Bowed legs
MOVEMENT
44) Movement: Rolling, pacing, sidewinding, hackney action, and paddling or pounding
45) Not moving on the same plane – legs over reaching, crossing over in front or rear, or rear legs moving too close or touching

SERIOUS FAULTS: (A Fault serious enough that it eliminates the dog from obtaining any awards in a conformation event.) Any
disproportionate, overdone characteristic that would interfere with physical activity. Faults to be heavily penalized but not
disqualifications for Showing:
1) Severely overshot or undershot (1/4 inch or more)
2) Wry Bite
3) Bulging or protruding eyes
4) Both eyes not matched in color (no blue eyes)
5) Disproportionately massive as to compromise the health and structure, movement and physical ability.
6) Front legs so bowed as to interfere with normal movement
7) Kinked / Knotted /Twisted tail
8) Excessively Long or Short tail
9) Fused tail
10) Overly Short tail

11) Long coat

DISQUALIFICATIONS: A dog with a Disqualification must not be considered for placement in a conformation event, and must be
reported to RKC.
1) Viciousness or extreme shyness.
2) Bat ears.
3) Albinism.
4) Merle.
5) Dwarfism.
6) Long coat.
7) Screw tail, Bobbed tail, Docked tail
8) Unilateral or bilateral deafness.
9) Unilateral or bilateral cryptorchidism (missing one or both testicles)

Understanding the Varieties and its relation to Ultimate Goal
The Varieties were created and accepted as an inevitable process to the creation of a breed. Over time we expect consistency to take
root and the varieties will slowly dissolve, or separate into their own breeds. We are already seeing such a dissolve, with the extreme
variety. Where 5 years ago the extreme variety ring was full, 2 years ago the class majority seemed to be standard dogs exploiting the
clemency. Now dogs who may have been once considered extreme, are functional with superior structure and are dominating the
Standard Variety Class. The American Bully as a breed is still very young, the separation or dissolution of varieties will come
naturally. Collectively as owners, breeders and fanciers, over time we will find if dissolution of the varieties or accepting them as their
own breeds is the course. For many years to come, the varieties will exist and the standard will continue to be narrowed, eventually
isolating varieties to consistency and evolving into a refined breed. These processes take years and generations. The ultimate goal of
all American Bully Breeders should be to better the breed, by creating better quality dogs, to reach consistency within our breed, and
lastly for the preservation of

THE REAL AMERICAN BULLY.
The following is a brief breakdown of each variety, its handicaps as well as the order the varieties compete. The current order the
varieties compete in has a purpose. Starting with the varieties that remain the furthest from our written standard and therefore the
furthest from the Standard Variety; The Extreme, The XL, The Pocket, The Classic and Lastly the Standard Class. The rationale
behind this order it the ability to identify dogs who may be showing or attempting to show under the incorrect variety. A dog who
doesn’t meet the criteria for being shown in a variety may still have the opportunity to compete in the correct class.

1) The Extreme Variety

Dogs of this variety are also judged by the same standard, making an allowance for dogs demonstrating extreme characteristics of the
standard variety. It will not be penalized for being overdone, provided none of those characteristics compromise the health, structure,
movement or physical ability. This variety was initially allowed “handicaps” in structure and mechanics allowing for some clemency.
The rationale for the allowance of such clemency, was not to rush the development of the proper mechanics and risk the potential loss
of “breed type.” The “handicaps and clemency” were eliminated over time as the variety met the standard. For now, the Extreme class
is still offered, but without the handicaps or clemency. The variety will remain open, and shall not be penalized for carrying extreme
characteristics of the standard as long as it does not compromise the health, structure, movement or physical ability. Although this is a
rare combination, is not a variety breeders should be breeding for, but rather building on. The ideal height range for mature males is
over 17 and under 20 inches at the withers; for mature females it is over 16 inches under 19 inches at the withers.

2) The Pocket Variety

Dogs of this variety are judged by the same standard but allow for a height handicap, for males under 17” and females under 16”. This
is not a variety breeders should be breeding for, but rather building on.

3) The XL Variety

Dogs of this variety are also judged by the same standard but allow for a taller height handicap, males over 20” and females over 19”.
This is also not a variety breeders should be breeding for, but rather building on.

4) The Classic Variety

Dogs of this variety are also judged by the same standard, making an allowance for dogs possessing less substance on lighter frames.
This variety was recently added back to our ring. With the breed still very much in its infancy, breeders of the American Bully will
still be producing quality dogs carrying traits of the breed’s ancestors, particularly in the forearm, chest and head mass/shape.
Logically, and for generations to come, we will have quality specimens that carry less overall mass and substance, yet are still possess
exemplary characteristics of the breed. This too is not a variety breeders should be breeding for, but rather building on. The ideal
height range for mature males is over 17 and under 20 inches at the withers; for mature females it is over 16 inches under 19 inches at
the withers.

5) The Standard Variety

Dogs of this variety relate directly to the written standard for which the breed is judged, the ideal American Bully, both as the ultimate
representative of the breed, and the ultimate goal of breeders to produce and fanciers to own. The “ideal specimen” will fit into this
variety. The ideal height range for mature males is over 17 and under 20 inches at the withers; for mature females it is over 16 inches
under 19 inches at the withers. It is important to note that dogs should be penalized if they are disproportionately massive. Overall
balance and the correct proportion of weight to height is very important.

